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So then, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of | 


God. 
Hud ler every one that naneth the name of Chri ft depart from | 


iniquity. 
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DISCOURSE. 


ROMANS "= 9, 10. 
That if thou ſhall confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, 


and ſhall believe in thine heart, that God hath raiſed 
him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. 


For with the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs, and 
ih the mouth confejion is made unto ſalvation. 


RM happy and comfortable indeed for æ 
ſinful, periſhing world, is the doctrine of par- 
don, peace and ſalvation, revealed and pub- 
liſhed in the goſpel of J:zsus CHRIST. By 
faith in, and ſubmiſſion to whom, true penitents may 
hope to obtain forgiveneſs, and mortals immortality. 

For the Son of man is come to fave that which was 
lot God ſent not his Son into the world to condemn 

21d, but that the world through him might be 

Even that whoſoever believeth in him, might 

not periſh in death, the wages of ſin, but have ever- 
laſting life. 

Religion is more eſpecially the work of the Heart, 
yet not To as to exclude the underſtanding and other : 
powers of the mind, or facultics of the body, which 
have all their ſeveral parts aitigned them in this great 
and important buſineſs. 

A though with the ear. man belicverhy yet with 
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che Mouth he confeſſeth, or maketh profeſſion of that 
. faith. Thele two, you obſerve are joined together in 
2 the great affair of the ſinner's ſalvation, and are not to 
N ſeparated. If thou ſhall confe/s with thy mouth the 
Lord Jeſus, and ſhall be/ieve in thine beart that God 
hath raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved.” 
It is to be obſeryed likewiſc, that righteouſneſs and 
ſalvation, are aſcribed in theſe words, to faith and con- 
feſſion, antecedent to a courſe of good works, and * 
i life of virtue and future obedience. 
; Accordingly, in ſpeaking to theſe words, the thee 
q following things, ſeem to be naturally and obviouſly 
0 requir ed. 


I. To ſhew that the faith of the goſpel mut be 
attended with the Profeſſion of it, in order to 
ſalvation. 


FI. That rigliteouſneſs and ſalvation are © une 
ately and inf -parably connected with the 8 
and profeſſion of the goſpel. And then 


IIIH. To urge and exhort you, my hearers, not only 
f to belizve on the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
but to pc his holy religion chat you may be 
oed. 


I. The faith of the goſpel muſe be attended math 

the profeſſion of it, in order to ſalVation. Such a union 
and connexion oft theſe tyyoſcvyeral diſtinct things you ob- 

Erye in che text, and taken notice of, and required by the 

> apoſtle who was commiſſioned and inſpired to eee 
te golſpel to the world, and well underſtocd what were 
| the indiſpenſible requiſites to falvation. In like man- 
| ner our LoRD JzsusC HRIST himſelf, the great Author 
1 and Fett of our ll 7 rel i ion, authoriled and em- 

powered | 
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pdwered, from on high, to preſcribe and appoint the 
terms and conditions of acceptance and ſalvation, and 
who has enjoined nothing that was uneſſential thereto, 
moſt pathetically and ſolemnly aſſures us, That who» 
ſoever ſhall confeſs me before men, him will I confeſs 
alſo before my Father, whe-is in heaven; but who- 
ſoever ſhall deny me before men, him will 1 alſo deny 
before my Father who 1s 1n heaven;” and apain, 
* Alſo I ſay unto you, whoſoever ſhall confeſs me 
before men, him ſhall the Son of man alſo confeſs 
before the angels of God. But he that deniech me 
before men, -ſhallbe denied before the angels of God.“ * 
But let it be obſerved, that ſuch a faith in the chriſ. 
tian revelation as has no influence upon the heart and 
moral character, and implies and carries in it no ſub- 
jection and devotedneſs to the great and heavenly 
Author of it, is only a vain and futile thing; for % 
wicked men or even devils may believe the truth of 
the goſpel. The nature of the caſe ſuppoſes that he 
who believes in His heart, and not merely 1 in his- Head, 
that God raiſed up Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, to be 
aà Prince and a Savior, now takes him for his Lada and 
| Legitlator, his Maſter and Gover not, 2 2nd is not back- 
ward to own ſubjection, and pay him homage, For 
what loyal ſubject refuſes to acknowledge allegiance 
to his rightful fovercign ? Or what good and faithful 
ſervant will diſown his mate;'s power, and not Probe 12 
ſubjection to his goVernmse ne 2 ** 
The feaſon of the thing plainly requires that we 
own and confef the narge and authority of that Lord 
and Savior in whom we beicye, and fee fit to place 
our truſt and confidence. And we may well es al 
that our Lord will difown us if we are indifferent 
| about 


Matth. x. 22, 33: Luke xii. 8, 9. 
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about the matter, and make no point of confeſſing him, | 
or are afraid or aſhamed to do it. Moreover, the 
; duty and neceſſity of confeſſing, as well as believing, is 
| learnt from example as well as precept. The eunuch 
not only believed, but profeſſed his faith before Philip 
baptized him, See here is water, ſays the Erhiopian, - 
what doth hinder me to be baptized ? And Philip ſaid, 
if thou believeſt with all thy heart, thou mayeſt. And 
he anſwered and ſaid, I believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the 
h Son of God. Thus was his confeſſion anſwerable to 
| that in the text, a believing that God raiſed Jeſus 
Chriſt from the dead. Short confeſſions of faith, but 
directiy to the purpoſe, implying indeed every thing 
4 elſe that was neceſſary and eſſential. 
Confeſſions of faith may contain mere words or eſe, 
3 that indeed is a matter of indifference and governed by 
N cuſtom and the practice of churches and places. 10 
be made in the language of the holy ſcriptures ſeems 
to be the ſafeſt, becauſe they are the ſtanding, invari- 
able rule both of our faich and practice. Creeds of 
i men, human compoſition are Uncertain things, various, 
according to times and Prevailing prejudices, and 
many or moſt of them, falſe or defective rhenih 
ſuppoſed or pretendecd to be conformable 
and original ſtandard of truth. But ſceing 
lency and perfection depend upon their agrecauicnets 
to this perfect 1ute, this rule itlelf muſt be accounted 
refcrable to any imperfect copies taken by fallible man. 
T he trembling e allor was required: to believe on the 
name of the Lord er ; Chriſt, that he © Might be ſaved. 
And therefo:c the apoſtles 1 unto him the word of 
the Lord, to this . 1d it muſt be ſuppoſed that 


he cen) eBtiſcnced to 1. or how could! it Pen that 
he 
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3 
he believed as the apoſtles required, and ſo was a fit 
ſubject for baptiſm and admiſſion into the kingdom 
of Chriſt? For an open, public profeſſion of faith 
in Chriſt and his goſpel, is indiſpenſibly required of 
all adult perſons, who are admitted to baptiſm and the 
communion of the church. Faith and profeſſion, it is 


plain, muſt go together in order to attending in the 


church and kingdom of Chriſt, and enjoying the ordi- 
nances of the goſpel, in this world. 
By ſome means or other the perſon's faith muſt be 


publicly known. It is with the heart man believeth 


unto righteouſneſs. But of this men cannot judge, 
it hes open only to the eye of omn/cience. It is the 
__ & Confeflion of the mouth, unto ſalvation,” the church 


of Chriſt is principally concerned with, which is the 


only thing that comes under human cognizance and 

oblervation. | 
But this faith of the heart may be various ways 

manifeſted and made known; and is ſo in different 


places and churches—by verbal declaration—by con- 
{ent to words or a form propoſed—or by ſubſcribing 


with the hand to the Lord, and ſigning a covenant or 


>ffion. And for myown part I heartily wiſh there 


s formality and ceremony attending this matter 
. were commonly is in our diſſenting churches, 
In order that ſerious, well-meaning people, after hav- 


ing conquered other prevailing ſcruples and prejudices, 


might meet with no embarraſſments in their ap- 
proaches to the table and ordinances of Chriſty or any 


thing to retard them ina compliance with their duty, 


or keep them from it, as many are (though perhaps 
without ſufficient reaſon) all the days of their lives. 
One thing more I would juſt obſerve in thus place, 


in 
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In reference to non-communicants, who have heen bap- 


tiſed, and made a profeſſion of religion, that their faith 
or profeſſion is the fame as thoſe that are actual com- 


municants, and that they are exempted thereby, from 
no particular chriſtian duty or ordinance, any more 
than others, however they may take the iberty, incon- 


Gitently to exempt themfelves. Nevertheleſs I would 


not be underſtood to encourage the lewd and intem- 
perate, the profane, the unrighteous, the habitually or 
epenly vicious oi any character, centinuing ſuch, to join 


any of Chriſt's churches, or mock him at his table, 
although they are baptiſcd, or have with their mouth 


confeſſed the Lord Jeſus. Theexhortation to ſuch is, 


not to renounce their baptiſm and profeſſion, but to re- 
pent and reform immediately, to break off their ſins by 


righteouſneſs, and act conſiſtently, and in character. 
But to return to the jubject. An open, public pro- 


fon of the religion of Jeſus Chrift, and our faith in 
him, is a ncceſſary and indiſpenſible requiſition in order 
to do honor to our Savior, and his divine inſtitution 

neceſſary to ſhew that we are not aſhamed of him and 


his glorious cauſe, and that we are ready, if our faith 
and profeſſion ſnould call us to it, to ſuffer for his name, 
and the bleſſed, joyful hope he has ſer before usa 


* » 


duty to be complied with, as an example to others, 


and a recommendation of his religion to a wicked, 
unbelieving world. And in a word to ſhew that we 
rejoice and glory an Chriſt Jeſus, and even in his croſs, 
and acęount it our greateſt honor and happineſs to be 


the ſervants of ſuch a Maſter, the diſciples and ſubjects 


of ſuch a glorious Prince and Savior, now aſcended 


up on high, the appointed Judge of quick and dead, 


in whom we have zcdemption tluough his blood, the 


forgiveneſs 
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95 
forgiveneſs of ſins, and rejoice in hope of a glorious 
unmortality in the heavens, when worldly ſcenes are 
paſted away, and all thelc things ſhall be diſſolved. 
Which brings us to ſay in the next plays 

IK That righteouſneſs and ſalvation are immedi- 
ately and inſeparably connected with the faith and 

rofeſſion of the goſpel. 

« With the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs, 
unto juſtification, pardon, peace and acceptance with 
God.” © And with the mouth confeſſion is made 
unto /alvation,” ſalvation from wrath and condemna- 
tion, which implies and involves the idea of the afore- 
mentioned juſtification and reconciliation, in regard of 
that offended God, to whom we have made ourſelves 
enemies in our minds by wicked works. 

That this great bleſſing of pardon and peace with 
God, in reſpect of all ſuch as believe and embrace the 
goſpel, and accept the overtures of mercy contained 
therein, takes place inimediately, and in the preſent 
time, is according to that public act of grace and in- 
demnity publiſhed therein to the world, and is plain 
from the general ſpirit and ſtrain of the evangelical 


55 


ate diſpenſation icfelf. Indeed the very nature of the thing; 


ſuppoſes it. We cannot conceive of a true penitent 
under the goſpel, as remaining unpardoned and out of 


favor with God—or a true behever on Jeſus Chriſt, as 


not juſtified and accepted in the ſight of God, and 

having his ſalvation already begun. And on the 

other hand it is plain and certain that the impenitent 

and unbelieving are ſtill under condemnation of law, 

«nd not being juſtified by faith, have no peace with 

God, or acceis into that grace wherein belieygrs * 
B 4 
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and rejoice in hope of the glory of un; 
The goſpel : is addreſt eſpecially and dire only to 


thoſe who are the ſubjects of it, and favored wt its 


light and inſtruction. With regard to the ungolpel- 


iſed world, I will not undertake to ſay, poſitively and 
part:cular ly, how God will deal with.them, or how 
tar they may be partakers of the grace and ſalvation 


of the goſpel, without the knowledge of the chriſtian 


revelation. This we know in gener 4% that the goſpel 
is tydings of great joy to all People, chat it gives peace 
on carth and diſcovers good will t > men that it is of 
univerſal deſignation, calculated for the ſalvation of the 
whole world, Jews and Gentiles—not confined like 
fome former diſpenſations, but a myſtery of grace, 
to be made known among all nations, for the obedi- 

ence of faith, and -that too, according to the com- 
mandment of the everlaſting God—that God who has 
ſet forth his own Son as a propitiation for the ſins of 
the whole world, and has aflizred us, that 1n every na- 
tion he that feareth God and worketh righteouſneſs } 15 
accepted of him. 

With regard to that part of redemption | that relates 
to the reſurrection of the dead, it is evidently univerfal, 
« For as in Adam all die, 10 in Chriſt ſhall all be 
made alive.“ For the nations of the world to enjoy 
the hope of immortality, and the aſſurance of pardon 
upon repentance, muſt needs be very comfortable, at 


the ſame time that it is the powerful means of promo- 


ting their reformation and effecting their repentance. 
Bur w. 10 can ſay that mankind, deſtiture of theſe ad- 
vantages, and 1gnorant of the benefits of redemption, ® 
mult "ao, together with this, be peceſſer icy excluded 
om all * bleſſings by JetusClu itt, which they have 

not 


l 


not the happineſs of being informed of, by any direct 
revelationffom heaven? 1 he bleſſings of God's covenant. 
and promiſes, we very well know, in many init ances, 
extend to thoſe, wh > never had the means of coming to 
the knowledge of them. For inſtance the covenant of 
the rainbow, the promiſe of iced time and har veſt, &c. 
But with reference to ſuch as are bleſſed wich the 


glorious goſpel, it expreſsly aſſures us that © He that 
believeth and is baptiſed ſhall be ſaved, but he that 


believeth not ſhall be damned.” Flere falvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt, is again aſcribed to faith only, without 
works or future obedience as the conſequence of it. 
And ſo ſays St. Paul, „We conclude therefore that a 
man1s juſtified by faith without the deeds of the law. 
So that there is a juſtification and falvation, that 
commences with beheving and profeſling the goſpel, 
rior to thar virtue, and thoſe woiks Of iightcoulnels 


that flow from it, and are the fruits of it. And ac- 


cordingly we read of this juilification and falvation, in 
the goſpel, as a thing that has alicady taken place, in 
regard of believers, and 15 ſpoken of not in the future, 
but 1 in the preſent and paſt tenſe. So Titus iii. 5. Noc 

works of righteoutncts, which we have dong, bur 

cording to his mercy he ſaved us from our former 
ſtate of impenitence and diſobedience, and confequ-1:- 


ly of guilt and condemnation. And 2 Tim. i. g. 


«* Who hath /aved us, and called us with aholy calling, 
not according to our works, but accarding to his own 
purpoſeand grace.” Rom. ii. 25. The righteoulſnet; 


of God 1s declared, for the remillion of tha that are 


paji, through the Gorbexrance of God. 
And when we read © The Lord added to the church 
uch as ſhoud be ſaved,” the original is, ke 


added 


„ 


added to the church the /aved of the Lord. And O]! 


how happy and deſirable a priviledge is this, to be add- 
ed to the church, and to be the ſaved of the Lord! 
to be pardoned and accepted—to have righte- 
ouſneſs imputed without works, becauſe we have, as 
yet, no good works to be imputed. What ſinner 
would not wiſh to be thus ſayed and indemnified from 
wrath ; and have a ſtanding in the grace and kingdom 
of our Ion and SAvIouR Jesus CHRIST ?—To 
become a child of God, and an heir according to the 
hope of eternal life ?—To have his perſon accepted 
in the ſight of God our Savior, in this preſent time, 
and his works and virtues finally rewarded at the 
judgment of Jeſus Chriſt ? 

How can the unhappy ſinner be eaſy and contented 


to remain under condemnation and the wrath of God, 


without hope and without ſalvation, when the offers 
of the golpel are ſo favorable as thoſe mentioned in the 
text, That if he ſhall confeſs with his mouth the 
Lord Jeſus, and ſhall believe in his heart that God 
hath raiſed him from the dead, he ſhall be ſaved” as 
above- mentioned. 

I would only juſt obſerve further again under this 
head, that the faith here required is always ſuppoſed 
to be prectica! and /antHifying—that the believer hence- 


forth orders his converſation as becomes the goſpel, 


and 1s to the praiſe of the glory of that grace wherein 
he 1s N d in the Beloved, For was the profeſſing 


ch fon to continue in his fins, the great deſign of the 
oui be fruſtrated, The end of paldoning, as 
a = parting, is refor mation. Chillt is not the 
+ „eines ate all according to god. 
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to promote holineſs, in order to - happineſs, The 
chriſtian muſt conſider, that although ke has acceſs to 
his preſent ſtate of grace and favor, not by means of 
any prior virtue, or works of lighteouſneſꝭ ke has done, 
yet it is in order to his being zealous of good works, 
in time to come, and to his perfecting holineſs in the 
fear of God, For he is now become a diſciple of 
Jeſus Chrift, and has taken him for his Lord and 
Maſter, and is accountable to him, who has promiſed 
the crown of life to perſevering virtue, and faithfulneſs 
to the death. And lo ! the comes quickly, and his 
reward is with him, to give to every one according as 
his work has been, 1 ; | 
Into this happy ftate are all believers brought by 
embracing the goſpel. So deſirabie a change does it 
make in the circumſtances of poor finners to confels 
with the mouth the Lord Jeſus, and to believe in the 
heart that God hath raiſed him from the dead. You 
will permit me then, my bearers, in the 
III, ana lait place, earneſtly to urge and exhort 
you, not only to believe on the name of the Lorn 
Jesvs CHRIST, but to profeſs his holy religion, that 
you may be ſaved. For with the heart man believ- 
th unto righteouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion 
is made unto ſalvation.” To confeſs with the mouth 
the Lord Jeſus, is a thing too well underſtood, how- 
ever there may be a little difference in manner and 
form, to ſtand in need of any further explanation. 
But perhaps you will inquire more particularly con- 
cerning the Fair of Chriſt, and what that believing 
on him is, that is ſonecefliy to our preſent peace, and 
hope, and comfort, as well as our future eternal ſal- 
vation. Let me tell you then, according to the text, 


that 
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that faith is the work of the V- it is to believe that 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God—or in other words, 
that God hath raiſed him from the dead. The be- 
lief of Chriſt's reſurrection, is, in effect, the belief of 
the whole doctrine of the goſpel, and chriſtian revela- 
tion, for the grand ſyſtem of chriſtianity depends upon 
this ſingle, important fact, © If Chriit be not raiſed, 
our faith is vain, we are yet in our ſins, under wrath 
and condemnation, and ſubject to eternal death. 

But if Chriſt be riſen from the dead, it follows that 
he is juſtified and accepted of the Father, who has done 
this honor to his well-beloved Son. It follows that he 
has conquered death and done away ſin— that he will 
raiſe the dead and judge the worid—that all power in 
heaven and earth is committed to him—that he has 
actually erected his conſtitution and kingdom of grace 
—has finiſhed the work which God gave him 
to do—and coniequently, that we may have * * 
towards God may depend upon the grace of the 
goſpel—are aſſured of pardon and acceptance upon 


repentance and faith in Jeſus Chriſt and upon eternal 
life, as the giſt of God, in him to the final faithfulneſs 


of the ſaints, according to the tenor of the new-cove- 
nant. In ſhort, it follows from the reſurrection of 
Chiiſt, that all the promiles and declarations of the 
goſpel are true and from God, and that our Lord has 


OF 


fully executed his commiſſion, which he received 


from his Father, who has thus raifed, exalted and 


Clorificd him. But of this great and fundamental 


 Facr, we have all the evidence that the nature of the 


thing will admit of. Angels teſtified of his reſur- 
rection at the ſepulchre, the ſame morning that he 
aroſe— lie was ken of great numbers, and by choſen 
. 3 witneſſes, 


II 


witneſſes, who often converſed, and who eat with him 
after his reſurrection, and ſaw him aſcend into heaven, 
and a cloud received him out of their ſight. 
Moreover he ſent down the Holy Ghoſt, according 
to his promiſe, and endued his diſciples with power 
from on high—with the ſtrange and ſudden gift of all 
kinds of tongues, for propogating the goſpel through 
the world, and with a power of working miracles 
equal to his own, which an impoſtor could not do.— 
And while he lived in the world, gave full proof of 
his miſſion from above, by the many, the benificent 
and amazing miracles he daily wrought. Various 
and inconteltible are the arguments, by which the 
truth of the chriſtian religion is confirmed. But I mean 
not now to enter upon any elaborate proof of this. 
But it may be oblcrved, that as a belieying that God 


raiſed our Lord Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, and ſo a 


believing the truths that are conſequent from it and 
connected with it, is made eſſential to ſalvation, fo this 


faith itſelf, is required of us with great fitneſs and pro- 


priety, and to ſerve the molt neceflary and valuable, 


purpoſes. It is not arbitrarily required, and to anſwer 


no good and uſeful end, for we cannot be chriſtians 
without it, either in principle or practice. Neither is 
it umcaſonably requited, and without proper evidence, 
and full matter of conviction laid before us. And 


accordingly, every man that would be thought a 
chriſtian, ſhould examine and look out for himſelf 


ſhould ſee with his own cycs, and ſo be able to give a 
reaſon of his faith, his particular perſuaſion, and hope 
in Chriſt. God has been pleaſed to lay this evidence 


before our eyes, that we might judge far ourſelves, 


* 


like rcaſonable creatures. But if an implicit faith, or 
receiving 


5. 
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receiving our religion upon truſt, and by tradition 
from our forefathers, was all that God expected of us, 


this evidence would * needleſs, and this abundant mat- 


ter of conviction which the goſpel lays before us, to in- 


duce our belief, would be /z/ and to no purpoſe. But God 


does nothing in vain. Neither does God, who is 


perfect reaſon, and tiuth itſelf, exact of us any thing 
that is impracticable and impoſſible. He has given 


us reaſon, and he expects that we ſhould make uſe of 
t, and has leveled our duty to our capacities. 


And although many have been the curious definitions, 


end perplexing di Aiſtinetions concerning faith, that have ra- 
ther dorxened than enlightened the buman mind, yet it 
may well be ſuppoſed that the faith of the goſpel, is not 


any nice, intricate and myſterious matter, and difficult lo 


be unaci WP] For being neceſſery for all, neceſſary to 
their ſaFvation, it muſt be eaſy to be comprebended by all— 
end indeed cannot be otherwi iſe than a thing that is plain 
and gen to common ſenſe. Tt is true, ſinful paſſions and 


Treiudires may darken the underſtanding, and obſtruft that 


eine bobs that is poured out upon the ſoul, but the fair 
end bn, inind cannot well help ſeeing and feeling the 


ferce of g:jpe! truth and evidence. The apoſtle indeed has 
S217 the very ſame thing that I do. © If our goſpel be hid, 
zt is hid to them that are loſt, in whom the God of this | 


World has blinded their minds.” 


1 . gh, to the moral quality of this faith, /o 


fuitabte, fo reafonnble, intelligible and neceſſary for all, it 
465 be ofa rther obſerved, that it does not confift in theory, 


ard a mere ſrecutotive aſſent to truth as ſuch, where noth- 


rig but the unde ſtanding and head are conc ered, fer this 
only „ makes 0 man either better or worſe, or rather has 
not bing ta as With the moral charatter at all. This 


therefore 


1 „ 
therefore cannot be the thing intended. But ſeeing it is 
with the heart man Believes, if he believes to any purpoſe 
in religious matters, comprevending the paſſions aud af 
fecticus, together with the hopes and fears, theſe two great 
handles of the foul to believe on Jgſus Chriſt, and that God 
raiſed him from the dead, and exalted him at his own right 
hand, as a Prince and a Savior, is to believe on him, as 
Lord and King in Zion, as Head of the new and gracious 
diſpenſation, Savior and Fudge of the world, and therefore 
implies the acknowledgment and adoration of him accord- | 
ingly, even that we love and fear him, that we are ſubject | 
to his authority, aud conform to his inftitultion—ihat we | 
hope and truſt in him as our Savior, and look for ſalvation 
through his name and mediation. 2 
In a word, thus to believe on Chriſt, is to become | 
his diſciples and tubje&ts. And by following his in- | 
ſtructions, by attachment to his intereſt, and obedi= 1 
| 
| 


ence of his laws, make manifeſt our loyalty and fidel- 
ity to him. This appears to be the true though com- 
prehenſive meaning of faith or believing on Chriſt, 
conſidered as the condition of ſalvation. And is theres 
any great and mighty myſtery in all this? And where= = | 
in does it ſurpaſs the weakeft underſtanding ? Who 
does not know what it is to acknowledge a civil ſove- 
reign, or military commander, and to be true and 
faithful to the government ſo acknowledged? What 
was it to believe on Moſes and to be a Jew ? Was it 
not to believe in him as God's meſſenger and vice- 
gerent to become his diſciple, ſubject to his author- 
ity and laws, and to look for the favor of God in the 
way of his inſtitution? So to believe on Chriſt, and 
to be a chriſtian, is to own him as the King of Iſrael, 
the Prophet God * to ſend into the _— 
- | | - 
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Hke unto Moſes, and therefore to revere his power, to 


truſt in his grace and protection, and hope for ſalva- 
tion according to his goſpel. | 


How very naturally was all this expreſt, by the 
Phariſccs, when they tauntingly ſaid to the blind man 
- who believed on Jeſus, when he had reſtored his fight, 


« 7 are his diſciple, ſay they, but we are Moſes" 


diſciples, we know Gods ſpake unto Moſes, &c.“ 


The caſe was plain, to be the diſciple of any one, ſup- 
poſed to be authoriſed and empowered by God, was 
the ſame as to believe on him; and ſo on the contra- 
ry, to believe on ſuch a one, was to become his diſci- 
ple. The faith of the goſpel as it ſtands connected 
with faivation, is a practical, moral virtue. To believe 
on the name of the Lord Jeſus Chiiſt, implies a cha- 
racter they that have believed in God are careful to 
maintain good works to lead godly lives as the grace 


of God teaches, and in this way to adorn the doctrine 


of God their Savior. Faith is an eminent, capital 
virtue, in the chriſtian ſcheme and character, and 1s the 
gilt of God, as every other virtue 1s—and every virtue 
is the gift of God, as every other bleſſing is, to be acqui- 
red in the common courſe of things, by diligent, earn- 


ef: endeavors in a concurrence with the divine grace 


and providence, Very glorious is the goſpel of the 
bleſſed God ! very rich the grace of our divine Re- 
deemer! thall we not receive, my. bearers, the record 


that God has given us of his Son in the goſpel ? Shall 


we reject a revelation ſo well atteſted, deſpiſe ſuch offers 
and tenders of mercy, turn away from him that ſpeak- 
eth to us from heaven, and neglect the great ſalvation ? 
How many, alas! in every place, that do neither of the 
things mentioned in che text who neither 2 the 

| cart 
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heart believe unto righteouſneis, or with the mouth 
make confefſion unto ſalvation! And then again, how 
many, who although they &e/7eve the cotpel, 1 yet make 
no public-profeſion of that faith ? But let me aſk ſuch, 
is not this putting afunder, what God has joined to- 
gether, zud that in order to ſalvation? If you beheve 
in your heart that God raiſed up cur Lord j eſus. Chiiſt 
from the dead, why do you not alſo name his name, 
and confeG him with your mouth, and become obe- 
dient and ſubject to him in all things ? Can you be 
willing that he ſhould deny you before his Father, and 
the angels of God, becauſe you thus impiicitly and 
virtually deny him before men? * 
A proſeſſion of the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, as i 16 
a duty, equally with believing on him, 10 it is neceſſary 
in order to other duties. If you have neglected to be 
baptized, it is neceſſary in order to that. And this, by 
the way, is a duty indiſpenſibly required, and very ſo- 
emnly enjoined. For it is obſervable, that as a pro- 
felſien is joined with faith in our text, ſo our Lord 
himſelf, joins Saptiſy: with it in another place, iay ing, i 
„He that believeth and is baptiſed ſhall bg faved 
Let ſuch as have not yet received that ordinance, ariſe 
therefore, and be bapriſed and waſh away their ſins ; 
But perhaps you have made a profeſiio of religion, 
or confeſſed with ygur mouth the J. ord Jeſus, and 2ave 
in conſequence of it been baptiſed or baouglit your 
children to baptiſin, and ſo haye attended and con- 
6 formed to lome of the inſtitutions of Chriſt, in his ge i- 
pel, all alike ſacred, but have neglected ſome other 
equally obligatory upon you, and required by your 
profeſſion, Perhaps, for inſtance, norwith hitanding 
your faich and public proteition of FC] hriit and his holy 
| r ligion, 
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religion, you have never been admitted as a member 
of any particular church of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
ſo have never attended at his table, and commemora- 

ted his death in the chriſtian paſſover. But if you 
have profeſſed thus only at large, as we may ſay, or 
 ewned the covenant as perhaps you may call it, give me 


leave to tell you plainly that you are vet defe*/ive and 
Partial in your duty and obedience, I will not ſay you 
are ſo in your profeſſion, for you have confeſſed Chriſt 


with your mouth the ſame as others. The covenant 


is the fame—the ſame religion is profeſſed by all 
the ſame yoke is aſſumed by all—all are ſervants of the 
lame Lord—all ſubject to the ſame laws, and all can- 
didates for the lame glory and immortality. 


How then can you be juſtified in the neglect of any 


part of the chriſtian ſervice ? But do you not offend 


in neglecting the holy communton, not only ecca/ion- 
ally, but habitually, not for a time only, but from year 
to year? And moreoyer, as what is an aggravation, 
inftead of an excuſe of your neglect, was it not your 
deliberate intention, when you confeſt Chriſt before 
men, to live in this omiſſion of duty, at leaſt for a time, 
and thegefore declined being formally adniitted into 
any particular church, where the Euchariſt is adminiſ- 
tred, and all the members obliged to attend 7 But does 
not fuch offending in one point, render you in a ſenſe, 
guilty of all? Is it not, in a fort, deſpiſing and con- 


temming the ſame ſacred authority by which all Chriſt's 


laws are enacted ? And will not your Lord and Mal- 
ter therefore reſent ſuch conduct, and account himiclf 
inſulted and affronted by you ? Is there not danger 
that he will blot your name out of the book of life? 
And is not this the language of a conduct hke 1. 


„ 
4 believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and confeſs his 
name -I ſubject myſelf to his authority, and engage 
obedience to his commands, and hope for ſalvation 
by him, but yet I reſerve to myſelf che liberty, at leaſt, 
of omitting duty, in a caſe I think proper. I will 
comply with his requiſitions in all things, except where, 
being my own judge, I think it better to do other- 
wiſe.” Will ſuch a ſubmiſſion be accepted by our 
great Maſter in heayen ? What maſter or governor 


on earth would be pleaſed and fatisfied with fuch a 


ſervant and ſubject? Will not our Lord bid tuch, 
finally, to depart from him, for he knows them not ? 
Let me then reaſon a little with ſuch ha/f-way pro- 
feſſors, ſuch partial +4 ſuch defective believers, 
What reaſons can you aſſign for a conduct, ſo unrea- 
ſonable, ſo inconſiſtent and offenſive ? I will ſuppoſe, 


my good frieids, you have your excuſes and objections 


to make—that you have your reaſons to give, ſuch as 


they are. For we are apt to find ſome apologies that 


will ſerve to fatisfy our ſelves, in regard of our own 
behavior, even where it is cenſured and condemned by 
others, that are not partial and prejudiced as we are. 
But come let us try and examine the ſtrength and 
validity of theſe reafons and excuſes. I can read men's 
* hearts ſo far as to gueſs at ſome of them. Are you 
atraid of being tyed up to ſtricter rules of living, by 


coming to the table of the Lord? I am ſorry to day it, 


yet I tear this may be ſuppoſed to be the caſe with 


ſome. I am aware that no individual will own it, in 
regard of himſelf, though he may think it true of others. 


It is however, a very ſerious matter, and cught to be 
duly attended to, as what our ſalvation, by Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſtands connected with, It is certainly a very 


& 


bad 


— 1 
2 I 
4 Y 


r : 
on nr, ono ut nog toe op” A Se tg ot, IO 2 


r OO 


1 
q 
„ 
[ 
A 
. 


(.22 ) 


dad reaſon, and what we may well be aſhamed of and 


unwilling to own, becauſe we all very well know that 


the goſpel indiſpenſibly requires of all proſeſſors, a 


life of the ſtricteſt virtue and purity, even that ſuch as 
name the name of Chriſt, ſhould depart from all ini- 
quity, and perfect holinels in the fear of God. 

So that the profeſſion you have already made of the 
chriſtian religion, and the covenant you have entered 
into, though you have never approacked the Lord's 
table, as duty required, yet binds you as ſtrongly, as 


though you had attended 7hat ordinance, as well as 


others. For the obligations of profeſſing and bapti- 
ed perſons can be relaxed and diſſolved only by re- 

nouncing that profeſſion and baptiſm— nor indeed will 
this do, for the obligation lies upon us, naturally and 


neceſſarily, prior to our expreſs entering into it. For 


our covenanting and profeſſing religion, is nothing but 
a voluntary taking upon ourſelves an obligation that 
exiſted before, and that we were previouſly and una- 
voidably under. Which, by the way, may ſerve to 


remind ſuch as have made no profeſſion of religion at 


all, that they are therefore not free and at liberty to fin 
with impunity, for they are by nature under bonds to 
God and virtue, from which nothing can diſcharge 
them, and therefore their neglecting to aſſume theſe 


bonds, is ſo far from alleviating, that it is an additional 


circumitance to their guilt and criminality. 

Upon the whole, there 1s nothing more plain and 
certain than that ſuch as with to be releaſed from their 
religious obligations, or are afraid of ſtrengthening | 
them, are not only not t, but far from the kingdom 
of God—and if they have owned and acknowledged 


the chriſtian faith, they are of the number of thoſe who + 


haviig 
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having put their hand to the plough, look and draw 
back unto perdition. And it had been better for them 
not to have known the way of righteouſneſs, than 

after they have known it, to turn from the holy com- 
mandment, delivered unto them. To ſuch it is hap- 
pened according to the true proverb, the dog is turned 
to his vomit again, and the ſow that was waſhed to 
her wallowing in the mire. 

But perhaps the aforementioned is not your caſe 
but your reaſon is that you think yourſelf nit for this 
holy ordinance—you fincerely wiſh to attend upon it, 

in obedience to Chriſt, and as he has commanded you 
—it is a grief and trouble to you to turn your back 
upon it, but it appears ſo ſolemn and ſacred to you, 
that you dare not approach it, or at leaſt not till you 
have made ſome further advancement in piety and 
goodneſs, and attained to ſome better aſſurance of your 
being a true believer and child of God, 
This J believe i a much more common reaſon, 
and which many are willing enough to own, Such 
kind of conſcientious ſcruples are fuppoſed to be not 
only conſiſtent with an honeſt, well-meaning mind, 
but to be rather an argument of religious tenderneſs 
and fear of offending. And the human heart is not 
aſhamed of that which implies and carries in it the 
appearance of honeſty and ſincerity, and that is no diſ- 
paragement to the moral character.——But charge it 
with inſincerity and hypocricy, and it will imme- 
diately ſhew the pride of refentment—and the reaſon 
of it is, the heart is conſcious, that however excuſeable 
other things may be, yet deceit and falſehood originate 
from itſelf, and that to be nue or falſe, as they imply 
FPraiſe or blame, ſo they are Soth at its own option. 4 


(24-3 
With regard to that part of the foregoing objection 


which is taken from unfitneſs, it may be obſerved, that 


it is certainly , at all times, that we ſhould do our 


duty, and always unit that we ſhould neglect it. And 


let me atk, what is perſonal unfitneſs for duty, but 


want of heart, and an upright diſpoſition to comply 


with it? And what is this heart and diſpoſition 
but a real, genuine with and defire to perform it? 
But you jay that © you ſincerely wiſh to attend your 
duty, in obedience to Chriſt, and it is a grief to you to do 


_ Otherwiſe,” But can you wilh to be fincere, and not be 


| fo ? Truth and honeſty, as juſt ſaid, depend upon the heart 


tſelif—and for a treacherous, deceitful perſen to ſay that 
be wijhes, in his heart to be ſincere and honzft, is altoge- 


ther abſurd, and ſeems not agreeable to common ſenje. 
If what you ſay then is the truth, as we ſuppcſe it is, 
the characten you give of yourſelf, inſtead of arguing any 


diſqualification, is rather a proof of your fitneſs for the 
erdinonce. God looks at the heart, and an honeſt mind, 
and deſire io pleaſe him is the greateſt recommendation in 
bis fight. Jf you did not wiſh and heartily deſire to obey 
Chriſt in all things, this would be an unfitnels. But if 


you are honeſt and true—if you are conſcious you mear 


well, and wijh to ſerve Chriſt, according to the goſpel, and 
to be a geod chriſtian, why ſhould you not come to this 
erdinance of Chriſt, as well as others, in order to a fur- 
ther advancement in piety and goodneſs, and as a means of 
obtaining a more comfortable hope of your acceptance with 
God ? Thoſe ſerious and hearty deſires of knowing and do- 


ing your duty, which you find within yourſelf, are the 
beginnings, at lea/, of goodneſs, and are not to be quenched, 


but improved.—They ore doubtleſs from God, and the mo- 
tions of bis Holy Spirit, The foundation is laid on which 


a. 
to build the chriſtian character, and for going on to per- 
fettion, If you felt none of theſe ſacred wiſhes and devout 
defires, and had no heart or inclination to thefe things, as 
is the ſad caſe with many, you would then have no nee 
of ſuch an adareſs, as is now made to you. But you ſay 
it is otherwiſe, and in the ſame degree that you ſpeak 
truly and honeſtly, you are not only obliged, but in a goo 
meaſure qualified to be a gueſt at the table of the Lord. 
M bat has been ſaid, might be looked upon indeed, as & 
ſufficient reply to the queſiion under conſideration. —But as 
 thereare ſome people more influenced and inſtructed by ars 
guments taken from facts and things of outward appear 
ance, than by an abſiraf? way of reaſoning, 1 ſhail give 
another Rind of anſwer to the difficulty propoſed. 
But let it be here premiſed, that ſome miſconception there 
certainly muſt be, either as to the nature and deſign of the 
thing, or his own character and obligaticns, in him, who 
with the mouth confeſſes the Logo Jesus, and yet lives 
in the neglect of this ordinance, . —_— 
Suffer me, then, my friend and fellow-chriftiaity 
to aſk you, when you made a profeſſion of chriſtianityz 
or owned the covenant, as it is called, which is the ſame 
thing, did you not take Chriſt for your Lord and 
Maſter? Did you not freely ſubject yourſelf to his 
authority and commands, without reſerve ? And is not 
this one of his commands, that all his diſciples and 
followers ſhould meet at his table, and — rate the 
chriſtian feaſt in remembrance of him? And then 
further to increaſe the ſenſe of your obligation, conſid- 
er the noble end of this divine inſtitution, and wherefore 
it is our Lord has required this—even becauſe being 
the great Founder of our holy religion, he has, in ſome 
mcaſure, like the founder's of ſome gther inſtitutions, 
= | D appointed 
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F appointed this ſacred ſupper with a view to keep alive 

5 the memory of hir ſelf, and his benefactions, among 

g chriſtians, after his afcenſion into heaven, even unto the 

|; end of the world. And can you be willing that this 

1. benevolent intenticn cf your once crucified, now exalt- 

1 ed Redeemer ſhould be fiuſtrated?—That he ſhould 

fi be forgctten, and his name periſh from among men ? 

1 Aud yet this muſt ſoon be the caſe through the world, 

1 ' ſhould his churches fail, and his ordinances ceaſe to 

Þ be dini iſtred:— Which this unjuſtifiable, and too 
4  pievailing practice, has a direct tendency, in time to 
| effect. But YU ay e it appears to be ſuch a ſacred . 
and ſclemm ordinance, that you dare not approach it. 

| But did you embrace a religion that contained 

"= 5 vices too ſacred to be attended upon? To be ſacred 

| the property of religion the more ſacred, the better 

1 N thing in religion | is ſacred. — Take away this, 

* and it ceaſes to be religion. | 

But why is one cht iſtian ordinance and inſtitution 
more cred than another, enjoincd by the fame Lord, 
and the ſame authority? Bapriſin in the name of the 
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. Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, is equally 
3 ſacred, whether adminiſtred to yourſelves or to your 
1 childien. And yet you feel no objection to the ſa- 
i credneſs and ſolemnity of chis— perhaps make too 
if light and indifferent a matter of it. But if you are 
is duly impreſied with the /ecredreſs of the thing, why 
"_ have you not the ſame fearful apprehenſions about 
9 receiving or attending upon this ſacred ordinance, as 
. the other? But then further, if the ſolemnity and 
1 ſacredneſs of the thing is what makes you think your- 
k. ſelt unfit for it, how dare you confeſs with your mouth 


0 the Lord Jeſus, and enter into ſolemn covenant, with 
ky 0 God, 


E 29 


God, in him ? If there is any one thing i in religion 
more ſolemn and ſacred than another, it muſt be this 
awful covenanting with a great and infinite God ! 
ſinful duſt and aſhes, forming an holy contract with 
the all- perfect, tremendous Jehovah ! This is a thing, 
with all the ſolemnity of it, you have done already, 
without ſo much diffidence and heſitation. —But if you 
was fit and worthy to do this, you are anal 
as fit and worthy to remember Chriſt at his table.— 
After having ſo ſolemnly conſecrated yourſelf to Chriſt 
in an everlaſting covenant, ſurely you may be allowed 
to ſhew forth his death till he comes. 

Certainly no, after all you have done, he will per- 
mit you to receive theſe pledges and aſſurances of his 
grace and love—will permit you to reticſh and 
ſtrengthen your heart with the bread of lite and the 
water of life-—will indulge you to renew your yows 
and ratify your former covenant and obligations, at 
his table—to rejoice in ins goodneſs, and glorious 
exaltation, in the hope he has ſet before you, and the 
glory that is to be revealed in the ſaints hereafter. 
For let it be remembered that theſe are ſome ameng 
others, of the valuable, happy purpoſes, fer which he- 
has inſtituted this facred, delightful and uicful feaſt, 
And can it be ſuppoſed chat your kind and condeſcend- 
ing Lord and Savior, who indulges you with a ſtand- 
ing in the covenant of his grace, will deny you a 
place at his table? I Know it is very poſlivle you may 
beunfit and unprepared for Lb, a place in his cove- 
nant, and a feat at his board. For .*:any there are 
whom he will finally dion, that have both called 

him Lord, and have eaten and drank at tus table.—- 
But you lee, I reaſon thus, if you Gzought yourſelf = 
| 2 
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and qualified for the one, why ſhould you doubt of your 
picparedneſs for the her? | 


Muſt not this be evidently owing to ſome unde, 


ſome Juper/titicus reverance and awe, which has no 


foundation 1n reaſon, that you have conceived for this 
o1dinance above others? And is there no way to ac- 
count for this, in any meafuie ? Whence does this 
ee and miſconception ariſe ? Some writers may 
ave been imprudent and to blame in the repreſenta- 
tions theyhave given of this ordinance, as requiring a faith 


of aſſurance,the certain knowlege of the particular time of 
the perſon's converſion, with all the peculiar circumſtan- 


ces of it, anſwering to f,me ſuppoſed and preſcribed mode 
and ſamm of), beiliape in great part of mere human im- 
agination.— For che ſaving operations of the goſpel, 


and the grace of God, upon the human mind are as 
different as thoſe minds themſelves, and the circum- 
| Nances, te pers, conditions, educations and moral 


charac rs of mankind, which are jnfinitely various. 
And way may it not be ſuppſed, or at leaſt queried, 
whether a certain religions dread may not have de- 
ſcended anwn, like ſome other things hereditary in 
human ative, from the dark and popiſh ages, relative 
to nu H ea ordinance ?—Even from thofe times af 
igno: ance 74 barbariſm, when ſuch a myſtery began 
to be made of this facrament, and it was held in ſuch 
ſingular and ſtupid veneration, that the laity were not 


 fiffered to partake in both kinds of it? But a ſmall 


vafer only was carefully laid by the Prieſt 


upon the tongues of the communicants, leſt 


any crumbs of Chriſt's oy ſhould by accident, pro- 
f.cely fall upon the ground. —And the cup was for- 


Licucn to be handed round to the common PO | 
| 1 and 


* 


and was drank only by the Prieſts, leſt a drop of 
Chriſt's cal blood ſhould fall from their lips—a ſight, 
thought too ſhocking to be endured ! 

And thus it is in the churchof Rome to this day 
where the bread and the wine, after conſectation, are 
ſuppoſed to be converted into the real, literal fleſh and 
blood of the Lord Jeſus Cheiſt, called the real Preſence. 
No wonder therefore, that a ſuperſtitious horror, fo 
much encouraged and induſtriouſly kept up among 
them, ſhoyid ſeize upon the common people, and be 
propogated from fathers to ſons—nor perhaps that 
ſome relicks of it, ſhould be found in ſome other 
churches, even to this day. „ 

But we, my hearers, profeſs to entertain no ſuch 
ſtrange, dreadful ideas of the thing. Our bleſſed 
Lord is only repreſented by thoſe outward ſymbols of 
his body and bloud.—Thoſe vzſible tokens ſerve to 

remind us of him who is 77v/ble.—His death is ſhewed 
forth, and the whole wiſely, admirably calculated to 
anſwer the great and excellent end propoſed, viz. the 
calling to mind our abſent Friend and Savior, and the 
great and marvellous things he has done and ſuffered 
for us—atthe fame time reminding us alſo of the ob- 
ligations we he under to love, and ſerve, and imitate 
him, as well as exerciſe benevolence to one another; 
and all this in hope and joyful expectation of that fu- 
ture life and glorious immortality that is brought to 
light by the goſpel. : 

And to conclude this head, what is there in all this 
that ſhould fright chriſtians, who are Protefaiits, and 
not ignorant, deluded Papiſts, from ſuch an ordinance 

as this? What more comfortable, more natural, rea- 
ſonable and decent, than for chriſtians to remember 


their 


— 2 
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their dear and adorable Savior at his table? Indeed 
how can they be excuſed, when they believe on him, 
in their hearts, and have confeſſed him with their 
mouths ? Or, in the next place, does that miſtranſlated 
text diſcourage you, 1 Cor. xi. 29. © For he that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eatech and diinketh 
| damnation to himſelf.“ But this text rightly under- 
ſtood, however formidable it may appear, and ſound | 
dreadfully in the ears of the mere Eng/iþ reader, yet | 
need diſcourage no ſerious and well- diſpoſed perſon, or 
fight him away from the table of the Lord. N 
For look into the margin of your bibles, and you 
will find that what is tranſlated DamnarTion in the 
text, is there rendered judgment, which is the true mean- 
ing of the original word, and is ſo rendered in other 
places. The ſame Greek word is ufd when it is ſaid 
« ;74dgment ſhall begin at the houſe of the Lord.” And 
indeed the judgment here threatned, appears by the 
context not to mean eternal judgment, or damnation, 
for the judgments brought upon the Corinthians for 
their unworthineſs, were of a 7exporal nature. For 
the apoſtle adds, For this cauſe many are weak and 
Rekly among you, and many fleep.” And if we care- 
fully read this chapter and attend to the diſorderly 


manner in which they celebrated the Lord's ſupper, at 

* that time, we ſhall not wonder at thoſe judgments _ 

* brought upon them—which, by the Way were ſo far 

8 from being damnation to them, that in the next verſes, | 

. the apoſtle ſiys. They were thus judged and chi- 
"0 rengd of the Lord, that they ſhould not be condemned 

» with the world,” or ſubjected to eternal damnation. I 1 
. See their miſbehavior, as the apoſtle has related it, a 
7 and which, in this letter, he accuſes chem with, to their | 1 
105 . faces 3 


* 

faces ;. © one is hungry and another is drunken,” at 
this ſacred feaſt, and their charity-collation attending 
it, where all ſobriety and decency was expected. He 
charges them with eating by themſelves, and one be- 
fore another - ſeparating from the other brethr en, and 
not holding proper communion together, in a friendly, 
_ charitable, <chiiſtian-like way. In ſhort they conduct- 
ed this matter, © as not diſcerniug the Lord's body,” 
or not conſidering and attending to the religious de- 


ſign and intention of the ordinance, as being to ſnew 


forth the Lord's death, and exerciſe benevolence to 
one another, — But on the contrary, attended upon it 


rather as a common feaſt, and that too in a diſorderly, 
_ confuſed and intemperate way—which are things to be 


reproved, although they too often happen, in the civil, 
ſocial intercourſes of men. Well might ſuch beha- 
vior expoſe theſe unworthy receivers to the judgments 
of God. 

Perhaps the ſcrupulous perſon, with whom we are 
now concerned, never entertained an idea like this, of 


cating and drinking unworthily,——But rather ſuppoſed , _ 
that a ſerious, devout perſon, after examining himſelg, 


and ſtudying the nature of the ordinance, and putting 
his heart into the beſt frame he was able, and attending 
wich proper reverence, in obedience to Chriſt, might 
yet incur damnation for the well meant action of re- 
ceiving the ſacred elements: And that too, on ac- 
count of ſome accidental unpreparedneſs, or critical 
defect in the manner of his believing. 

But ſuch a ſuppoſition is more accommodated to 
the nice and punctilious nature of the law of Moſes, 
than to the free and liberal ſpirit of the goſpel. It 
ſeems vahappy th that the terrifying word Damnation, is 
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ſo wrongly made oſe of in this text, It k ſcarcely 
thus directly and 25/o/utely announced any where in the 
whole book of God, againſt the moſt horrid and atro- 


cious crimes that ate c inmitted among men. 


And I make no doubt has been the means, through 


a miſund- rſtanding, of keeping a long time, from 


their duty, many timorous, but otherwiſe ſerious, and 
truly religious perſons. True it is, we ought careful- 
ly and conſeientioully to guard againſt all Kinds of 
diſorderly and unworthy receiving. But yet although 
it ſhould fo happen that we were juſtly chargeable 
with ſome unworthineſs, in our attendance upon this 
ordinance, it expoſes to damnation; without the ben- 
efit of repentance, no more than our unworthy per- 
formance of any other chriſtian duty and ſervice. 

We may come to baptiſm we may come to the 
houſe of God unworthily.—We may not keep our 
tool when we go there, or take proper heed how we 
hear when we are there, but yet we hope in the mercy 
of God, through Jeſus Chriſt, to accept our ſerious 
and honeſt endeavors, notwithſtanding our many infir- 
mitics and imperfections. When we go to our knees | ® 
and our devations in the beſt manner we can, there may | 
be ſomething unworthy in the temper of our minds, 
or manner of our performance, but do we kneel and 
Pray damnation to ourſelves thereby ? God forbid ! 
yet it cannot be denied that we do it here, as much as 
we eat and d:ink damnation to ourfelves, at the table, 
of the Lord, wh.n we attend with reverence, in a due 
ſenſc of our duty, and in obedience to his command: 

Our comfort and happineſs is that the gracious © 


conſtitution of the Redeemer, accepts faithfulnes and 1 


ſinccrity, without ſinleſs perfection. The pays 2 


(:33:) 


the xxiid. chapter of Matthew, repreſiming 2 man 


without a wedding-zarmen!', at the fealt made by a 


certain king for the marriage of his ſon, which gueſt, 


was ordered to be bound hand and foot, and caſt into 
outer daikneſs, where is weeping and gnaſhing ofteeth, 
has been made a ground of obj jection, by ſome againſt 
coming to the table of the Lond, ſimilar to the ſore- 
going, tearing that they ſhould be found there without 
this w -dding-garment; and fo be ſentenced by the Lord 
of the feaſt to the ſame place of diſgrace and puniſh- 
ment. It is true, many ſuch chere will be found in 
the great day of the marriage of the Lamb, thus une- 


quiped and unprepared ſor the coming of their Lord. 


The parable ſeeins to be deſigned for a general repre- 


| ſentation of the goſpel-feate and kingdom. But to ſatisfy 


. the ſcrupuloas iu this point, who may ſuppoſe it has ſpecial 
reference to this ordinance, it muft be tnquired, what is 


meant by this ſcripture figure and metaphor, a 2 wedding- 


arment ? Aud in reply to this, let it be objerved, that at 
@nuble feaſt and entertainment, where reſpectalle perſonas 
Hs are expetted to be preſent, decency requires a are 
and appearance; . ſuitable to the occaſion ; ſoin like manner: 
in the moral view of the thing, a ſacred, religious feaſt, 
ſuch as that of the Lord's ſupper requires a habit and 


 vemper of mind, anſwerabie to the nature and defign of it. 


For in this caſe the above-mentioned dreſs and outward 


appearance, are nothing—all are welcome from the lanes, 
and highways, and hedges——the poor equally with the rich. 
The wedding-garment in this caſe, is a faith, profeſſion 


and converſation agreeable to the goſpel. . 
We cannot appear there in the robe of innocence 
but we may come with a good mind, an honeſt in- 


% 1 dualbed with humility, meckneſs, patience, 


penitence, 


ot: „ 


penitence, our loins girt about with truth, free from 
uile, fraud, and ſiniſter, unworthy views. —It we come 

indulging hypocricy and deceit in our hearts, we may 
expect to be unwelcome gueſts.— But if we come 
repenting, reforming, devoting ourſelves to God in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and hungring, and thirſting after righte- 
ouſneſs, we cannot be repulſed. —* The hungry are 
filled with good things, while the rich and the full are 

{nt empty away.” This virtuous characte: — this 

devout temper this habitual, ſincere diſpoſiuon to 
ſerve God, and diſcharge our duty, is indeed the white 

linen the cloathing and righteouſneſs of the ſaints. 
And what hinders the ſerious and good, the honeſt, and 
well- meaning chriſtian, from appearing at the goſpel- 
fealt in this habit and dreſs ? Yea why ſhould he ab- 

ent himſelf? You are invited to come. And by ſuch - + 

9 reaſoning and perſwaſion, we muſt compel you to 

k come in. The Spirit and the Bride or Church, ſay 

5 come, and whoſoever will may come, and take of the 

| = water of life freely.” Let it not be ſaid, O Lord ! 

} 


| that it hath been done by thy ſervants, as thou the _ 
* great Maſter of the feaſt haſt commanded, and yet 
there 15 room, and thy table is not filled! _ — 
But are there ſome that further object, and endea- 
vor to juſtify themſelves by ſaying, there are thoſe in 
the church of Chriſt, whoſe characters are not ſo 
good as many that are without, and who promiſe more 
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5 than they perform. Yet this furely is no ſufficient 
. pPlea and excuſe for the neglect of our ou, duty. We 
Fi muſt each of us be anſwerable for himſelf, not for 
. others. Allowing the obſervation to be true, above- 


wmentioned, nevertheleſs we are told that the tares and 
the wheat muſt grow together until the harveſt, T ar 1 
| good 
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good fiſh and the bad are not ſeparated till the end of 
the world. There will be always ſome ſuch, as cry 
Lord, Lord, but do not the things that their Lord 
ſays. And others, who delay a compliance with their 
duty, too long, of whom better things, from a view of 
their characters, might juſtly be expected. 
Pet matters of open ſcandal, orderly complained of, 
and duly ſupported, the Church of Chriſt is 
ſuppoſed to attend to, and putrid, corrupt members 
to be cut off from it. And by belonging to the church 
of Chriſt ourſelves, we may correct abuſes in others. 
In a word, perhaps there may be ſome, eſpecially” 
ſuch as are young, or of a diffident make, that wiſh 
to number themſelves among Chriſt's people, and 
attend the orders of his houſe, byt are kept back by a 
certain reluctance they feel in making known their de- 
fire, or attracting the public eye and notice in this ſolemn 
tranſaction.— They may be fearful of expoſing their 
ignorance or failing, in their manner of addreſs, when 
manifeſting their intention to the Paſtor, or the like. 
But my good hearers, whether older or younger, let 
nothing of this kind be a diſcouraggthyent or hindrance 
to you in complying with your known duty. 
We mean to be eaſy of acceſ - ee this diſ- 
poſitioa in you—are ready to meꝶf N iſt you, and 
wtWo make all proper allowances for ou. 
Igwe 2 is to fre you willing to forſake 
vob to embrace the goſpel, and in ſome way 
-glve your public and hearty conſent to the chriſtian 
covenant, But the difficulty 2bove-mentioned, IS 
{ſuppoſed to be chiefly ſuperſeded and removed with 
regard to all ſuch as have already made a profeſſion, 
in order to baptiſm for themſelves, or their children. 


And 
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fo asto all hers. * me beſeech them not to bs 
fafluenced by ſuch little conſiderations, ſo as to put 


off, from year to year, a duty of ſuch importance. 


The thing may be ſoon out of your power. —I have 


known many in the courſe of my miniſtry, that have 
Tadiy lamented it when it was tco late, And not only. 
fo, bucit behoves a: chriſtian to be a perfon of moie 
ecuage and refolution than this more above that 
fear of man that brit ng<th a fnare. They tlrat confeſs 
Chriſt before men, mult be able to „er for his name 


and not even fear them that x the body. We 
Fg ould ſo fear God, above all, as not.to off:nd him, or 


L 


o plainly, and 9 ſolemnly req red, at our hands. 


And what ſhall T add more ? I have now fully diſ- 
cha; ged myſelf with regard to this great point, and 
riven eaſe to my own mind. Whether you will 


Rear, or whether you will forbear, this is the meſſage 


that is brought to you from the Lord, And Qh f 


That if might pleaſe him to give it ſucceſs, and follow 
it with his bieſſing. That his thin and diminiſhed 
"chuiches might be increaſed, and his people be ſeen 
ficcking to His of inances as Abies to their windows. 


Confdet what Du have heard—reconſider | it, and 


G eigh it v * me Lord give you underfy 
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omi on any co fideration whatſoever, a duty, he has 
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